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Description

Information Literacy at Washburn University is an online program open
to all baccalaureate students in all majors and degree programs. The
program contains both theoretical and experiential components, for a
total of 15-credit hours. The primary objective of the program is to teach
students Information Literacy and prepare them to take an active role

in lifelong learning in the Information Age into which they will graduate
and live their professional lives. The IL Minor directly supports the
Washburn University student learning outcome Information Literacy and
Technology.

Students will choose three upper-division courses tailoring their
individual Information Literacy Minor paths to complement their major
classes and career goals. Elective course requirements shall remain
flexible to the addition of new online curriculum and/or departmental
offerings across campus.

Student Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of the Information Literacy Minor, students
will be able to:

+ Define the nature and extent of information needed.

+ Identify types of information resources available.

+ Evaluate information and sources critically.

+ Use information effectively to accomplish a purpose.

Minor Requirements

The program requirements for the Information Literacy Minor at
Washburn are: 15 total credit hours (6 required credits)

Code Title Hours
CM 101 Computer Concepts and Applications 3
IL170 Library Research Strategies 1
IL171 Internet Research Strategies 1
IL172 Advanced Research Strategies 1
Select three of the following: 9

IL 300 Information Literacy for Scholars

IL 301 Google and Beyond

IL 311 Information Literacy Health Professions

IL 321 Information Organization and Access

IL 351 Information, Culture, & People

IL 398 Information Literacy Readings

IL 399 Information Literacy Research
Total Hours 15

Information Literacy Studies, Minor

IL170 Library Research Strategies (1)
Designed to both introduce and improve basic library research skills
using the print and automated information retrieval resources of the
University Library. Additional in-depth analysis of database sources, the
ability to construct search strategies and evaluation of materials are
covered. Prerequisites: None.
Course Attributes:

+ Gen Ed AY 2024-2025: Arts and Humanities

+ Gen Ed Pre-AY 2024-2025: Humanities

+ Gen Ed Pre-AY 2024-2025: Natural Science
+ Gen Ed Pre-AY 2024-2025: Social Science

+ USLO: Information Literacy and Technology

IL171 Internet Research Strategies (1)

Designed to both introduce and improve research strategies for finding
scholarly information on the Internet, including resources in the Invisible
Web that cannot be accessed with standard search engines, such as
Google. Students will learn to formulate and modify an effective search
strategy, investigate the theory behind the search process, and critically
evaluate electronic resources based on appropriate criteria. This course
is offered on-campus, on-line or hybrid. Prerequisites: IL 170.

IL172 Advanced Research Strategies (1)

Designed to introduce and improve advanced research strategies

for students that have completed both IL 170 and IL 171. Students

will focus on research in the disciplines and create artifacts for an
identified discipline. This course is ideal for students that are interested
in designing a research plan for publication. This course is offered on-
campus, on-line or hybrid. Prerequisites: IL 171.

IL174 Trace Your Family History (1)

In this course, students will use an advanced approach to the research
process and methods for retrieving information for a scholarly paper or
presentation. Experience in the research process, selecting a topic, and
retrieving information on topics is required. Focus is on developing the
following skills: understanding the many types of research, methods,
delivery of research results in the academic community. Prerequisites:
None.

IL 300 Information Literacy for Scholars (3)

In this course, students will use an advanced approach to the research
process and methods for retrieving information for a scholarly paper or
presentation. Experience in the research process, selecting a topic, and
retrieving information on topics is required. Focus is on developing the
following skills: understanding the many types of research, methods,
delivery of research results in the academic community. Prerequisites:
None.

IL301 Google and Beyond (3)

An introduction to information searching and evaluating information

in digital, print, visual, and aural formats, students will learn advanced
search techniques used in online resources. Students will develop skills
to locate reliable information to become and remain informed citizens.
This class will improve student communication, critical thinking, and
information literacy skills. Prerequisites: None.
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IL 311 Information Literacy Health Professions (3)

This course acquaints students with the processes of finding, organizing,
using, producing and distributing information in a variety of formats
specific to the Health Sciences. Students will examine the flow of
information in a variety of Health Sciences disciplines, effective research
processes, how to access information in multiple formats and how to
formulate effective searches in health specific electronic databases and
on the Internet. Learning how to evaluate the quality of information and
becoming familiar with practical, social and ethical issues relating to
information within the health professions in an increasingly technological
society is a key component of the course. This class seeks to improve
student communication, critical thinking and information literacy skills in
health professions. Prerequisites: None.

IL 321 Information Organization and Access (3)

This course introduces the fundamentals of identifying objects or
ideas, including description, content indication, and metadata. Students
will learn basic aspects of representing and organizing information
resources in daily lives or academic settings. This class will improve
student communication, critical thinking, and information literacy skills.
Prerequisites: None.

IL 351 Information, Culture, & People (3)

In a study of how individuals and groups create meaning, students

will explore research topics concerning people and communication,
including information literacy, organization and innovation, knowledge
management, and information as cultural phenomenon. Students

will study various international and generational cultures' access to

and ways to share information, preparing them for interaction with
professional colleagues from varied backgrounds. This class will improve
student communication, critical thinking, information literacy skills, and
understanding of the knowledge society. Prerequisites: None.

IL 398 Information Literacy Readings (3)

The 3-credit forum course for Information Literacy Minors to provide
students guidance and training in the skills and processes necessary for
the practice of Information. The course draws upon research methods
and critical analysis culminating with an annotated bibliography. Also,
students will be introduced to opportunities in the Information Literacy
field and the ethics of information literate citizens in the knowledge
society. The course will be delivered online. Prerequisites: IL 170, IL 171,
and IL 172 or consent of instructor.

IL 399 Information Literacy Research (1-3)

The capstone course for Information Literacy Minors devoted to guided
and independent research, developing bibliographic techniques in the
creation of a written artifact and culminating in a presentation to the
class. The course will be delivered online. Prerequisites: IL 170, IL 171,
and IL 172 or consent of instructor.



