Religious Studies (RG)

RELIGIOUS STUDIES (RG)
RG 101 Introduction to Religion (3)
This course serves as an introduction to the academic discipline of
religious studies. We will explore the human side of religion through
the careful study of contextualized religious communities. Along the
way, we'll develop a vocabulary for describing and comparing religious
communities, and we'll learn some scholarly approaches to explaining
why people are religious. Prerequisite: None.
(General Ed Humanities. Global Citizenship Ethics Div.)
RG 102 World Religions (3)
Study of the teachings and practices associated with some so-called
"world religions" (including Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, and
Yoruba) through ethnographies, ﬁlms, TV clips, novels, and site visits,
with special emphasis on local contexts and on interrogating the very
concept of "world" religions. Prerequisite: None.
(General Ed Humanities. Global Citizenship Ethics Div.)
RG 103 Introduction to the Bible (3)
An introduction to the academic study of the Bible, including 1) biblical
and non-biblical ancient texts in their historical contexts and 2) the
historical processes that led to the creation of different canons of the
Bible among Jews and Christians. Prerequisite: None.
RG 105 Introduction to Jewish Scriptures (3)
We will study a selection of ancient Jewish scriptures, including some
that were eventually included in the Hebrew Bible (the Christian Old
Testament) and some that were not, focusing on the speciﬁc political
reasons that people had for writing these books and spreading them
within their communities. Prerequisite: None.
(General Ed Humanities. Global Citizenship Ethics Div.)
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RG 303 The Historical Jesus? (3)
Two thousand years ago, a Galilean peasant upended the world. Who
was he? How would we know, when he himself wrote nothing and his
followers told his story decades later from their own perspectives? In this
course, we re-examine primary literary sources and archaeological data
in an attempt to reconstruct the life of Jesus of Nazareth. In the process,
we interrogate the ways that our quests for the historical Jesus are also
quests to understand our own distinct historical moment(s). Prerequisite:
three hours of Religion.
RG 305 The Apostle Paul as Jew and as Christian (3)
Arguably, no ﬁgure had more of an impact on the shape of Christianity
than the Apostle Paul—not even Jesus of Nazareth himself. Yet Paul
lived and died thinking of himself as a Jew. In this course, the historical
Paul is reconstructed through his authentic writings, and then the ways
that Christians have built on Pauline traditions in antiquity, during the
Reformation, and into the 21st Century are examined. Prerequisite: three
hours of Religion.
RG 331 Understanding Religion (3)
What do we mean when we call something "religion"? Who decides what
is and is not "religion"? This course examines various approaches to
the academic study of religion, focusing on current disciplinary debates
over description versus explanation, insider/outsider dynamics, and
the heuristic value of "religion" when applied to non-Western traditions.
Prerequisite:Six hours of RG 201 OR PH 201 and PH 202 OR three hours
of RG and PH 201 OR three hours of RG and PH 202.
RG 386 Special Study (1-3)
Individual study of specialized subjects pertaining to religion. May be
repeated for credit. Prerequisites: nine hours of Religion and permission
in advance by the professor with whom the student desires to work.

RG 110 Special Topics/Religion (1-3)
Topics will vary from semester to semester and will be announced in
advance. May be repeated for credit when topics vary.

RG 398 Senior Thesis Preparation (3)
Independent research in preparation for a senior thesis. Students will
complete preliminary research in the area of their senior thesis and
prepare a thesis proposal. In addition, students will complete the portfolio
project which asks them to submit a folder containing religious studies
papers from previous courses along with their reflection upon their
development over time in writing such papers. The proposal completed in
RG 398 may not be or have been submitted for credit in any other course.
Prerequisite: Senior Religious Studies Major

RG 207 Existence of God (3)
An elementary course in Philosophy and Religion focusing upon the
speciﬁc rational arguments which have been advanced for and against
the existence of a supreme being. Prerequisite: EN 101 or EN 102.
(General Ed Humanities. Critical and Creative Thinking.)

RG 399 Senior Thesis (3)
Independent research, writing and defense of a substantial paper, under
faculty supervision. Work completed in RG 398 and RG 399 may not be or
have been submitted for course credit in any other course. Prerequisite:
RG 398.

RG 300 Special Topics/Religion (2-3)
Topics will vary from semester to semester and will be announced in
advance. May be repeated for credit when topics vary. Prerequisite: three
hours pf Religion or PH 302.

RG 600 Special Topics in Religion (1-3)
Topics will vary from semester to semester and will be announced in
advance. May be repeated for credit when topics vary. Prerequisites: 3
hours of Religion or PH 302.

RG 301 Prophets and Prophetic Books in Ancient Judaism (3)
In this course, ancient Jewish prophetic literature is examined, including
biblical books like Isaiah and extra-canonical traditions like Enoch.
Prophecy is studied against the backdrop of ancient Near Eastern
divination, and focus is on the role of prophetic books (a uniquely Jewish
phenomenon) in the shaping of early Judaism. Prerequisite: three hours
of Religion.

RG 601 Old Testament Prophets (3)
An examination of selected prophetic texts in the Old Testament (e.g., the
books of Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel). Prerequisites: 3 hours
of Religion.

RG 106 Introduction to Christian Scriptures (3)
Study of a selection of ancient scriptures read and/or written by ancient
Christian communities, focusing on how it was determined which books
would be included in the canonical New Testament. Prerequisite: None.
(General Ed Humanities. Global Citizenship Ethics Div.)

RG 603 Jesus in the Gospels (3)
An analysis of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Emphasis
is on the nature and function of the gospels within the context of New
Testament Christianity. Prerequisites: 3 hours of Religion.
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RG 605 The Mission & Message of Paul (3)
An examination of Pauline Christianity and its place in the early church.
Focus is on the genuine Pauline letters to determine the nature of Paul's
contribution to early Christian thought and its impact on developing
Christian beliefs and practices. Prerequisites: 3 hours of Religion.
RG 631 Concepts of God: East and West (3)
The variety of concepts used to describe the nature and activity of God
according to the philosophical and theological interpreters of the world's
major religions. Prerequisites: 3 hours of Religion or Philosophy.
RG 686 Special Study (1-3)
Individual study of specialized subjects pertaining to religion. May be
repeated for credit. Prerequisite: nine hours of Religion and permission in
advance by the professor with whom the student desires to work.

